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Division 50: Western Australian Planning Commission, $89 297 000 � 
Mr J.M. Francis, Chairman. 

Mr J.H.D. Day, Minister for Planning.  

Mr E. Lumsden, Director General, Department for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Ms R. Barrow, Executive Director, Strategic Policy and Management, Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure. 

Mr M. D�souza, Executive Director, Strategic Corporate Support, Department for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Mr T. Hillyard, Manager, Property Management Services, Department for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Mr T. Evans, General Manager Services, Western Australian Planning Commission. 

Mr I. Wilson, Acting Manager Financial and Business Services, Western Australian Planning Commission. 

The CHAIRMAN: For the benefit of the new advisers, I will re-read the Chairman�s statement. This estimates 
committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be published by 9.00 am tomorrow.  

The estimates committee�s consideration of the estimates will be restricted to discussion of those items for which 
a vote of money is proposed in the consolidated account. This is the prime focus of the committee. Although 
there is scope for members to examine many matters, questions need to be clearly related to a page number, 
item, program, or amount within the volumes. For example, members are free to pursue performance indicators 
that are included in the budget statements while there remains a clear link between the questions and the 
estimates. It is the intention of the Chairman to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and answered 
and that both questions and answers are short and to the point. 

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee, rather than asking that the 
question be put on notice for the next sitting week. For the purpose of following up the provision of this 
information, I ask the minister to clearly indicate to the committee which supplementary information he agrees to 
provide and I will then allocate a reference number. If supplementary information is to be provided, I seek the 
minister�s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the committee clerk by Friday, 5 June 2009, so that 
members may read it before the report and third reading stages. If the supplementary information cannot be 
provided within that time, written advice is required of the day by which the information will be made available. 
Details in relation to supplementary information have been provided to both members and advisers and 
accordingly I ask the minister to cooperate with those requirements.  

I caution members that if the minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the 
question on notice with the Clerk�s office. Only supplementary information that the minister agrees to provide 
will be sought by Friday, 5 June 2009. It will also greatly assist Hansard if, when referring to the program 
statements volumes or the consolidated account estimates, members give the page number, item, program and 
amount in preface to their question. 

I now ask the minister to introduce his advisers.  

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: I call the member for Ocean Reef. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: I refer to page 655 and the heading �Asset Management�. The second item under �Efficiency 
Indicators� is hectares managed�parks and recreational reserves. Can the minister outline what progress has 
been made on the plan for a green wedge between Burns Beach and Mindarie?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: By way of background, green wedges, or breaks in the north west corridor, were identified 
over 30 years ago under the corridor plan that was considered important at the time to put in place and have been 
reserved under the metropolitan region scheme. Most of that land has been acquired by the Western Australian 
Planning Commission. In relation to the land between Burns Beach and Mindarie, a community advisory 
committee has been established, which the member for Ocean Reef is chairing. That committee has 
responsibility for planning what management model would best apply to the Tamala Park land, such as putting in 
place a regional park or a conservation reserve, or extending the existing Neerabup National Park. The 
committee has commenced operations and will produce a plan for public consideration. Maybe the member can 
say how quickly that will be happening. 

[10.50 am] 

Mr A.P. JACOB: As soon as possible. 
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Mr J.H.D. DAY: Soon, we hope. Protection of this prime coastal area has commenced, with some preliminary 
fencing and signage. In May, a joint operation involving the police, the City of Joondalup, Wanneroo rangers 
and Department for Planning and Infrastructure field staff was held to address the scourge of illegal off-road 
vehicle use, including putting in place an education program for such users. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: My question relates to the total appropriation shown on page 651. It also relates to cuts 
under the three per cent efficiency dividend. The minister will note that that the estimated actual total 
appropriation for 2008-09 is $92.563 million. This declines to $89.297 million in 2009-10, and declines further 
in most of the out years. The minister will also note that cuts have been made under the three per cent efficiency 
dividend. I am asking whether we can obtain details of what will be cut as a result of that reduction in the 
budget. Which programs and staff will be removed, and which areas will experience a reduction in effort or loss 
of service under those cuts to the Western Australia Planning Commission budget, in the current financial year 
and in each of the out years, which show significant decline? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The income available to the Planning Commission is almost entirely from the metropolitan 
region improvement tax, which is levied on land subject to land tax in the metropolitan area. The reduction 
would reflect an expected reduction revenue from that specific tax. For other detail about what the reductions 
mean, in addition to what I have said, I will ask Mr Evans. 

Mr T. Evans: In regard to the three per cent efficiency dividend and any reduction in numbers, the WAPC 
basically has one employee and a chairman. The rest of the support comes through the Department for Planning 
and Infrastructure. In regard to numbers stated in the Budget Statements, we do not see any reduction in any of 
the projects and studies. We reviewed our forecast and work for the future before applying the three per cent 
efficiency dividend. We also set out some savings in contracting arrangements. We do not see any great changes 
in staff numbers. Given that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure provides the service to the WAPC, 
any reduction in that department�s corporate services area will flow into the services provided by the WAPC. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Further to that question, I know the minister said that there will not be any reduction under 
the three per cent efficiency dividend in service delivery, but at the bottom of page 651, six or seven areas are 
shown for which a range of initiatives will be either cut or abolished. I do not quite understand that. In view of 
the time, I am asking whether the minister will provide some supplementary information detailing where the cuts 
in activity, service or staff will come about because of the three per cent efficiency dividend and the cuts in the 
budget in the out years.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The reduction in the budget in the out years mostly affects land acquisition rather than services 
provided. Obviously, the amount of land that can be purchased by the commission is determined by the amount 
of funds coming in from the metropolitan region improvement tax. We have just heard that no reduction is 
expected in the services provided. It is hard to provide supplementary information when no change is expected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: What are those things, such as �Single Planning Program Projects and Studies� and 
�Regional Scheme Open Spaces Maintenance�? If they are not anything, why are they listed? 

Ms R. Barrow: Through the minister, I will provide some information on the single planning program. This is a 
joint program between the Department for Planning and Infrastructure and the Western Australia Planning 
Commission. Each year, the Department for Planning and Infrastructure submits for project funds from Treasury 
through the budget process. The commission also has funds available through the metropolitan region 
improvement fund and the WAPC trust. A range of projects are then prioritised within the planning divisions, 
and across the planning divisions, which are then put up to the commission for endorsement. There has been no 
reduction in actual programs this financial year because we had not finished the 2009-10 program, so the 
projects are now over three financial years. There are no cuts in specific projects; we have just extended the 
financial out years for the projects to be completed. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Page 657 of the Budget Statements refers to the accounting loss on land transactions 
associated with the Port Coogee development. What does that mean? The first paragraph on that page states � 

There is a significant decrease (21 per cent) in Total Cost of Services from $52.8 million (2008-09 
Estimated Actual) to $41.7 million (2009-10 Budget Estimate). The decrease is primarily due to a 
significant accounting loss on land transactions associated with the Port Coogee development in 2008-
09. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I will ask Mr Wilson to respond to that question. 

Mr I. Wilson: When the Port Coogee agreement was arranged in the late 1990s, the prices for the eventual sale 
of land were fixed in accordance with a formula that was meant to align with the expected rise in market prices. 
Of course, since that time, the market rose substantially more, which meant that the valuations of the land at the 
point of sale were much higher than the agreed sale price, so we incurred an accounting loss on all those 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 27 May 2009] 

 p318b-320a 
Chairman; Mr Albert Jacob; Mr John Day; Mr Mark McGowan; Ms Alannah MacTiernan; Mr John Hyde 

 [3] 

properties. Most of the properties were sold last year and this year; in fact, I think no further properties remain to 
be sold. This issue has now been completed. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I refer to page 651, and the explanation that the commission, because of the loss of 
funds, will not be engaging in as many programs and studies as it otherwise would have, particularly the single 
planning program and project studies. Is it the intention that the commission and/or the department in 
conjunction with the commission will make application for funding from the northern towns development fund 
for that work? 

Ms R. Barrow: Through the minister, this proposal to seek submissions through the northern towns 
development fund has not yet been considered. I am not aware of any major projects that are underfunded at this 
point in time. However I am aware that other projects will be submitted to the commission for funding over time, 
and we have two options for funding. Firstly, we can re-prioritise existing projects�each year, historically, we 
have had an underexpenditure on projects�or secondly, we can seek alternative sources of funding such as that 
referred to by the member.  

[11.00 am] 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Is there a proposal to make application to that fund to fund any of the work of the 
commission?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There is no current proposal but it is possible, as I understand it.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have one last question on page 659. I refer to the line item �Luisini Winery � National 
Trust�. Can the minister provide the justification for taxpayers spending $1.5 million on that project? 

Mr T. Hillyard: There was an undertaking to restore the Luisini Winery, which is a heritage site. Funding was 
sought through the National Trust, which was going to match that funding, thus increasing the funding to the 
project. At the completion of that funding grant the National Trust was to take over responsibility for that site. It 
is an ongoing project of the National Trust.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Why was it not funded through heritage?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I presume it was a decision of the previous government. The property was transferred to the 
Crown in 2008-09 for vesting in the National Trust.  

The appropriation was recommended.  
Meeting suspended from 11.02 to 11.05 pm 

 


